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[ Abstract] Objective To understand the epidemic tendency and the distribu-
tion of hepatitis B virus (HBV) surface antigen ( HBsAg) in Chinese population.
Methods We analyzed the data about the seroepidemiological surveys of viral hepati-
tis B which were conducted in 1979, 1992 and 2002, respectively. Results The epi-
demic tendency of HBV has changed obviously after HepB vaccination compared with
that before vaccination. The prevalence of HBsAg among children aged between 1
years old and 14 years old has apparently declined, especially in the children lived in
the urban areas. In China, the areas where the prevalence of HBsAg is=8% mainly
are Tibet and Qinghai provinces, the drainage areas of Yangtsi river, and the coastal
provinces. Conclusions HepB vaccination is playing an important role in control of
HBV infection. It is recommended the provinces of HBsAg=8% should develop the
effective HBV control strategies based on themselves actual status.
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