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[ Abstract] Chronic liver diseases (CLDs) have become one of the diseases with high morbidity and
mortality worldwide. Vitamin A (Vit A) is an essential fat-soluble vitamin. Retinoic acid (RA), an active
metabolite of Vit A, is a potent regulator of numerous biological pathways via the RA signaling pathway
acting as binding to RA receptors (RARs). Liver is the primary organ for Vit A storage and metabolism in
humans. A body of evidence shows that reductions in liver Vit A, aberrant Vit A metabolism, and dysregulated
in RA signaling are implicated in numerous diseases of liver. Conversely, restoration of RA signaling,
pharmacological treatments with natural and synthetic retinoids, and newer agonists for specific RARs
show promising benefits for treatment of a number of liver diseases. However, the pathogenesis remains
incompletely understood. Here we provide a comprehensive review of the literature demonstrating a role for
Vit A in limiting the pathogenesis of these diseases and in the treatment of liver diseases, in order to provide a
new perspective for research and treatment of CLDs.

[ Key words] Vitamin A; Retinoic acid receptor; Chronic liver diseases; Nonalcoholic fatty liver

disease; Alcoholic liver disease; Viral hepatitis; Liver fibrosis; Hepatocellular carcinoma
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1895 (chronic liver diseases, CLDs) $&iT &6/

F UL AR S0, ARYE R B AT 43 918 1 9 2 14 T 5
(chronic viral hepatitis, CVH) . {EREHAF  (alcoholic
liver disease, ALD) . FEVFEMENENI AT (nonalcoholic
fatty liver disease, NAFLD) . H& %M (autoimmune
liver diseases, AILDs) DL Zg¥)oifb 2w,
R R RS, W BE A REIT A4 (iver
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fibrosis, LF) . JFf#{k (liver cirrhosis, LC) #H & JF AT
Ji# (primary hepatic carcinoma, PHC) , ™I ATIR B
BT AU A A, B AR YR oy 2RI N S
RIRFRERICR 2,

4L KA (vitamin A, Vit A) XHRMFEEE, & Ak
TR AR —, REEd e, HATEY
B A AL S ROE TR G IRR R B . R
(retinoic acid, RA) J&Vit AfIETEACE =4, Eid 50
R34 (retinoic acid receptors, RARs) FIHEE FEX 524K
(retinoid X receptors, RXRs) 454 S 5. F
FEDNRERBE R AW S 2 P A S . A AR Vit Afig A7
AR T 23T . BRI, BRIt A5 R ACH
REMRAGSHESRE S SRR, MR, KE
Vit AMIRAZ 55T i R A BRI 34T 25 909R
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I7 DL AR X R B RAR BT B4 B 3h 1) i R T iR ig e
RENE 7, MR ETZ PR TR ACHS
Vit ATEIZ BB IR R WL R 7 R AT 4538, DL
H 902 1 JHE9 R S AT AR PRV T $2 L8 B ALY

—. YEERA SR 24K

L. Vit AR : 80% K Vit ALAT B EEAZARER TR (retinyl
palmitate, RE) JERfif & 7EH EIRAMM Chepatic stellate
cells, HSCs) MIflgHF. EMAN, Ml E Vit A5
WE4E & H4 (retinol-binding protein 4, RBP4) 4547
ANGHE, BB MR EEE (retinol dehydrogenase,
RDH) M Z Efi &8 (alcohol dehydrogenase, ADH) “H
BT, WA AL ARG (retinaldehyde
dehydrogenase, RALDH) AR LHRA, RAZVit AS
H5AmE RN R EEEY R, Kb R SR (all-trans
retinoic acid, ATRA) &N LK FHAETEA . RAME
N PR PR SN ) 32 ZE I S A Z 4K (nuclear receptor,
NR) BF B A KGR W LK 21k, HIRARsHI
RXRs, WFhZ4K5 Bl 5o, pAly 3FHIEA, RAR/RXR
s T R BRXR/RXR[FNE — R4k 5 5 FR fE 5L R )5 3+
KR B S S B e (RA response elements, RAREs) 45
&, ARG A I EOE B SRR R R IA . RAG S
T8 B X6 22 o A B R ) VR Y 7 LK R ACKS v b 47 ) 7E & Y
KF,  BRIERA [ 23 i AR A2 4 o 40 Bl A 2H ZHR A 7K 1 o6
. RAFIS R 32 281t 41 fu 6 R P4SOBE H ICYP26 5K
% (CYP26A1. CYP26B1FICYP26C1) fRifpid-F2 M5
B 4-F AR RS WA . BRI Y BoR, 4-
AR R FI4- 32 - R AT HoA A i e, X e il
W AR AR AR ik — A B A T 2V

2. RARSTEFFIEH AIME M : RARo. RARBHIRARYHIFE
JFAE P23k T R R A Hh R /R R ARSTE T o 0 1
WA E M E T RARM o EAAHZE R, v HH T RARs
Cav PFlY) MIThEE, R EIR, HEE/NRIE4F R R
HE PP I 00 g 7 A5 e 0 G I R e b Ak P A sk, TE 14
I A A s RO IE IR . BRI R, AR AL/ R
AR RACE W] DL 5 3% 6 A= A, S 5 9 020> I Jrk 988 1
Ao Rk, 7R AR H R S PR BH TR ARSYE F T S5 80008 i
B2 AR R . DRI3FHR ARSTE R HY /)N R A 35 52 S 50,
PTG V2 7 A PR ARFE F5UR17 JIg Ji7 24 JFF 26 AR JFF JU fie g o 4 £
M. RARFFmVEBEN AT H T2 — B R R AR RARKIME
FH o FE/N BT A i TR AR BT 14 0 B 21 45 20 i A K R 1
21 (fibroblast growth factor 21, FGF21) £~S:(¥ g4
A4 RE R FED . FIRE, RARB2ZEFMEIANF W8N
PR HEAN A T 2L A IR 107 R P A B IR R e SRk, B dE I 4
Al A B 5E 0% %2 /Ko (peroxisome proliferator-activated
receptor o, PPARa) FIAIEEIHAEELHFEF1A (carnitine

palmitoyl transferase 1A, CPTIA) . Hillf2, E&EIRK
fr Chigh fat diet, HFD) T [FINAFLD/)RAEALr, i $
PERARPB2E NI AT yek 5 FEAEAR 2 ot 1) 438, A, RARa
B 2 0 R BE 25T, RARy B 751 ) Xef FFF g 7 28 4 G B
B, 3FRARsHA A A I H 22 MR OEM, X
Al BB S5 AN [FIRARs 2 (7] 5 $EJE K DNA BTG4 B 5% G- k)
Hx.

= FERASEMETR

(—) Vit A5 3ETR 1 N8 7 P s

NAFLD AT IR AEVETF 46, 125 3t e ARk L g i
PEFF % (nonalcoholic steatohepatitis, NASH) P!, m#4& S
FUFAEL . e R 40 (hepatocellular carcinoma,
HCC) " Hil, MEFDAMHERH T JTNAFLDZ
Wy, FEEMRETXEREER CRRPE . Sk AR R I
g5t 2™, NAFLD) T2 4005 527 2 BN T8 i
AR, TR A 2 51 R I B R T 17 A SR A R B 9
W, SEIEMLTLL, Hoh, BRI L%k
AR 7 4 2 R A R NAFLDHE R (1 < [ R,

1. NAFLD 5 JHFIEVit Afl/b A 5% I 32 21 20 5ibl
WMESRAG S, HSCs i/ G LR AT et i 2 5
BiEE, SULFERHSCsHhVit A% & 2f s R, fF
S BHSCs £ R Vit AR BAENLG]H AT ATE 2, "R
L HSCs i B s A7 5. RAE I BLF JLAN & 45 5 i
NAFLDJlg s fCit: MBI NENIMKE . RARTFEKS
Ik B A 5% R 9% B D] i B 5 oA S MR - Csterol
regulatory element-binding protein, SREBP) FlIfig e & %
(fatty acid synthase, FASN) FImRNA/KF, /b AE
R g AR B AN A T, @R Bk g D BB AL . RAE
I NPPARa. FGF21. CPTIFIfRRELS 42 (uncoupling
protein 2, UCP2) FIRIEARALHE M i o S 4™ 70 M1,
Rdh10™ /N BRUFFBERAZKSFREAR, o =B KF T, IR
T2 B AL A AT 5 3 IR R IA PR AR Y. Al Brik, RARs R L2
RARBLEHIENE I RpEA TP KR R EERE.
@ VA 19 Ui 25 15 7 B2 eh R N BT o B FE K BLHFD W] 5
I i R e 32 B A CD36 I mRNA R (A K P39 i, i
RARP2I%E B BN 7 AT F i 2 5 K ) Rk, R IZBEh i
A B AR TR AT AES s 184 ik, MM RIRE
Vit AN FFERE B o sgm . R, Vit AR SNk
RE BT & FARIBR T A8, {E#NAFLD,

2. Vit ASNAFLD &R -1 il el 22 4 45
NAFLD#E & e 5 = 2/ 1. i i 4 v i i i 8 vk 8
X 52 - AT 4E A M AE KR 7719 (farnesoid X receptor-
fibroblast growth factor 19, FXR-FGF19) {55 i@ &A% 17-
FrFAl, R TY RE A TR A R A B IR R AN A BRI il
R RN B A A s, SEURFIEEEER N, B
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TE A B H =R NI, 51 R i 9% 5 R B FITHS Cs
W, IENAFLDAFH145°" . RAEEFRARBS 5 503
T8 BT B SR BRI miE ™. Nk, RARPA]fgiET H
Xof JY 1 (A FH A NAFLD (0 F Je 7= A 52, M RARP K HAE
Jir it b 47 5 B T B AENAFLDIA T 0 A

() Vit AR

VRS T Calcohol liver disease, ALD) 2 fFA#4b i
WIWFREZ —, 295 2ERETE A GIET:125% . A
A 9 5 078 T L8 B A M T D AR e YR A R O e %
RS TERTREAL . 58 358 AT,

8 VRS W 5 I Vit AFESR AT ¢ 5L TR 9T &R
B, Bl IR AR M BRI Vit AP IER, HAE R
FiE F7 2 BT 9% R0 A4 2B 3 1375 Vit AZKCST T (g BT R4
FLRFIE S Vit A% 55 ALD N EE T 5 35 FRAE . Ab T8k im
R, BLHHEY B AR R L35 Vit AZKSFIE R, SEPriT
WEVit ATTRE QW™ E IR, ATHE Vit A B FER 2 15 2
BERF 0 UL S ALD IV R A FK 8 B AT ARTE2E

2. LS HAFNE Vit AFEBBITTRENLE]: DOVit AsfiR
RGN FFEE QBRI = Z 35 B, 2 A7 AR
WVt AR FZEISRE, FibiF 2R MVt ARG 2 3L
HE. BN, 40 ZEP450 2E1 (cytochrome P450 2E1,
CYP2ED) , XZE—FZ 5 Vit AR CECYP450
B, o SR AR D BT Vit A& & . FerdouseZ5PYHF 7t
R CBEFENI~ A 2 FEZ FhEfE Vit AICYP450 CHL4
CYP26A1MCYP26B1) mRNAKFT} 5. XLt R,
MRCYP2EL4N, ZEEESHICYPASOT HES 5 LN S HIAT
BEVit Az . @48 RAMBEIREG R : 25 RN 2
AL O B B 10 RASL AL A AR B A [, BRI A B4R
PTG M HIRA G . 3 v S50 A €l B 106 % ¢
AH A (liquid chromatography tandem-mass spectrometry,
LC-MS/MS) &t/ B IERAZK S, 45 53R BT
T I oK 51 AT AFRAZK T K A 28 A6 Pak R Y. Kane P9
W50 T30 o R X Le B AL A5 I 22 R, AR TR VTAS T
(B MKW U8 ZEARASTFIERAKE IR0,
SE ORI 2 FEUFIERAS BRI I, B S RIAE PR
Bfk, B FEURITRAKTE R KA RS, Bk, T
RAKF-JU & i HLRE T 1 52 2B X IR A ZKSF- (6 52 0 7] g
BRET, [FFE, FHIBORLEH LR, BB EARH
WU R 1 2 B R EE b (R R 2 7. YR MERA BG4
S BRI U S A A, SRR B SR SR A K Bk Ak
(R 5K F ZU BT B /BT AR A K-S (R RIT 70 180 SR B vEAL
W PERAK I 595, INILC-MS/MSE. @FFIF Vit AZh G
Ine AR % Vit ALLERR M5 Vit ARSI EZERE . K
T RN 2B S Lo AP B, %G, R i I
FFFAHE G Vit ARSI, B S8 NP BB, X T RE

5CYP26A1. CYP26B1FIH fihgE
T <,

3. Vit AXTALD RIS S i6 97 /1. B ALDE SR,
FFAEVit AR Z 2R 238 0. 2 S50 3% B 2 s ] 10 i)
Framfu e, MRAZ R FAME . KB (>
3AMNAD , AMEVERNFERA SR 3™ 2 AR A R T,
M B AR ALDAH S HC I & AR R MR BRI K R
B HZ% T 150 pg/kgHIAMIE I RA %N 78 W] 55 T Hi i 242 4 A
M. B, RAF RSN —FEENIIALDZY), H
WEFEME, RAVIS L8R KA # 2 FB5 ALD
PIEA . SR, % TRAETMMHE, RAHTKEGRT
ALDIEABENE . —28H B CYP2E 1457 &4 H 153
ALDTI; M ias7, Far g D RRA 5 CYP2E 1 5
B DLTRBGALD, 53 ] 7 IERARE 3 fRAR . S —
FHATAT I T VA & LR Y, XA R A =B
FARIAN FE WL B 52 B W) GRS . MelisZ5 406,
TEIFRIN R85 T ZFE (5% v/v) AR S RAR B2 S 71
AC26106675 77 II/NEH, 045 S 5 ALDAH 56 (19 B 5%
LR, A3 IE B A BT RS H il = R FEAIK
TRV AN R TRV NG B AL VIR D DL R SRR . B
F&, B TR /) BT I A T I T R b, (B
AC2610667K1- 432 LI 7 Fa KIS & R S HL B E 25
#EAJZ[N- (4-hydroxyphenyl) retinamide, 4-HPR]VLH:PijE
TR R 44, A BAT PIALD A . Tang >0 58 o,
5 CBEWE B3 JE FAHPRIGYT [/ R £ A 5% 1) g i A2
PEL AL RERAN AT R . 48 H 45252 4-HPRIG YT i il b
T ZEEN T BG4 S A w R UE. Bk, A
B T I B R A JRARE SN 77 AT LLE e AR IR )T
ALDRH 77, REITEBA R, A5 % Ol
A AMUIE A}

(=) Vit A5EREIEIF R

1. Vit A5 Z ) HF %55 (hepatitis B virus, HBV) :
HBV/EREAFDNAR &R, fEHBV S. C. PAIX 4 JFjtis
TBHEZSdr, A H B gmAigHBY X8 H (HBx) o HBxZ
—F17 kDaZ he A, W MMAE T S, 41
DRI S s DA S R s g 2 . R AR AR, S
FH R A 5% HBXAI BG4 g sh T, DL &3
JJRDNA (covalently closed circular DNA, cccDNA) SR
3 HHBV mRNAFI T K ZHRNA (pre-genomic RNA,
pgRNA) .

ATRAXTHBVE Hil fs2md B wr3s8 Rk, FZEZR
THBVAR SN G5 il 5 R 37 . HBx/KTF EZEH 76k
& A1 (seven in absentia homolog 1, SIAHI1) 75,
STAHI B E3Z RIELNEE, Wik FHBxHZ R E
IR BR ARD™ . T pS3 i It Ar T 3 /8 3 7 P ipS3 [ B e i

FfEEVit AIICYPIKF 2%
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7S SIAHL [ 0% . th4h, ATRAME I REAK)E 30+ 7
B Ep 14335k Eps3. X LSR5t 45 B4R ATRA T
A& HBV & il [0 47 75— 52 OBk 48 1 — 0L g i fF 7Pk s
TR, FFRFERET Mg HBV E ik R,
450 B R ATRA B EY 5 HBxER & 1] EifpS3/K°F, #imS
HSIAHIKT B, #RSFHBVE HIBLAIIESE T ATRA S
SIAH1/" 3 (MHBx A%, Bl S HIHBVE HIEH . *1p53
USTAH L4 € HIShRNA BRI, ATRAN & Z#0HHBVE
HIIBE 7, B E S2p53MSIAHIZEATRAHIHIHBV & 1
R IEETAER .

Vit ASNBAT K98 (hepatitis C virus, HCV) :
HCVHEZ L EARRBRFTMFEE LS, MEZOEAN
RIEWAHCVE G, ZR-HAMA RS (ubiquitin-
proteasome system, UPS) @il T 5% 5 25 H 7K F R 4l
HCVE#l|. E6FLHEH (E6-associated protein, E6AP)
A Sp53FEAE, HFHCVIZOEREZ ZMN, b5 HUPS
P& fi# . EG6APRIRR 5 o] 38 0 4% Ye tEHCV BURL (1) 7= A4 B2
FARERHCVIZOE A L ADNAF R BE1 (DNA
methyltransferase 1, DNMT1) FI3b[ 8t HKFRERE M, I
i DNA FF EALIMEIE6 AP %, DL E#EUPS [ B4 fig™
B, HCV A 6 7758 i 40 i DN A FF 4K 25 45 1) 98 15 Sk 1
o BT A YR R Hep G240 Jf HATRA T ifDNMT1 1
DNMT3b%E /KA, JEiE ) ) AR S0
E6APEIL, HpS3HEE6APH SHHCVIZLE R Rkt
BAEEEA. £&EHCVRYHuh7DYH i 7 ATRA R i
HCVEZOQEAKF, LAHmHREE S, NATRAJEITHCV
TR I R B AR AL T R At

(PU) Vit A5 HF4F4E0F 4L

115 R BA B TfF 75 S 7 R 4K, 2B 25 41 A 1T Vie AR Z 5 5
Y, H Vit A= 53t R AT ™ R AN | K
FRPE BB AP B 2R b 18 1k AT 975 5 SS0RT 18 10 B8 A e
L RS B Al , T HSCs M /& £ 40 A 2E B B BR Y
HSCs— E 0%, # 5lERATLF 4etb i — RS GE B, S
8 1 P R 2 AL T L 2 B R

Vit AXTHSCsFZMAIFE S . Vit AR L P 5
BT T 80/ BRI L7 A0 A0 K BRI IR P 7 4657
M, ATRAFHE-ITZALHEER (9-cis-retinoic acid,
9-cisRA) FIEHE K RAFAF4Efl, H AT S8 R A 448
NS IEN-y IR 97 72 A1 2 SR 3 B e HS Cs AN [ 1
S FEEE A FRARSE 5. RARGHIE TR #HSCs 5%
PN S RERE S SMagb. WaTfrid, EHFDFES
[INAFLD/) BB i, RAR G B2 EHSCs [ i
ARSI 55 5256 K IR AJE I 05 RARBRIRX R ol /b i AK. 1
HSCsH T BRI 7= . i FEERARP2IEN I AR ZHFD
7 T INAFLD/N SRR b (R HS Cs i AR I 27 i Ak 2504,

T RARY B 0% 27 44k TE e ma ™. B T RAXTHSCs I H
HAEF AN, RAERLETHSCs 5 AF H A 7515 (natural
killer, NK) 4 ffafa] ff 48 B 7F A, W @ i NK4H g 4% 58
TEALTHSCs IR 4T 4EAb . SR, I HEATF 78 A o] Y Wi e
RARsZ 5 T IX U6/ . R 75 4 a8 A% 2 ook 33 1k Wk sh
FIHHTE 20, DUl — PR Vit ATEREER (80 85
YA IER .

(H) VitA5 S

JF 98 A A BREE = R BB R, AR il e AN 4 &
Mol . WHE & WSROV HCC, T8 A4 TR BV
AMHCVIEYALDM, psh, dF2skiuE ANAFLD/
NASH. RORERIAR U 456 A N B0 b, 1 X S8 5% 4 5
HCCAHRZE, DRI A K 104 A BRHCCR 1] 545 43 K1
Vit ATETEGFIE S THCCH FIVETE/EF A e V5 4 . 2 0
BHT B T RA(S 55 SHCCHBE FE I7 18 L,
HVit ATEHCCIE YT H IV TE P IS 3R L T H B A

JREHBVHHCVE W Wi s, 03 5] iGHCCH) %
BAE .. HBVHEFHBA T WEEDNAZE K H, JmidHBx
RAMER A DI E 3 E RN, 516 LA, #%
SEH I RIDNAME R ASE, R BAT B 8018 1™
HCV A BBERNAZE KA, ik S as i he /£ 2 it 1
TP J5 IR IS8 1 38 PO Al R AR R, AR BT 51 R R B
G g ],

TEFTHRARsH, RARBFIHBVI[AIFETEMAEEHI R R .
s b, RARBEEH AR AN T A s F R B, frF
HBVE A AL i . fEAZKHCCH, HBVEESIHE T <&
FRARBHTBOLADHE B sl R AT S HE, AT =2 B B
FEPETHBV-RARBIR &4, $&/~RARPHEGE A §E 5 HBVAHIG
HCCHi . Cortes@: I 78 & B RAR B Fi A 4 L 1% 57 1)
HSCs%: i BLRARBVE PRI, SEVIERE 4552 (myosin
light chain 2, MLC2) ¥4/, TMLC2IE & HHSCs/= 41
BOi, BAYRIRgEERIEE . Hik, RARBKFH
(B V& T PR T BE A2 P R AE IR R 32—

i = B2 S+ /Il 1 (proline isomerase, PIN1) j&HCCH
RERIEMEAFRZ —, WRRIRAIRIT Al ##|HepG2 4
J A KFEFARPIN KT, SR mPUEiER . hT RIARA
RPN RHEACH, HS5RARSMGE A Z R R, 4 HRA
VRITHCCA Rt — S0 e, — Pl AT (19 07 v 2 5 FH 3 AL
FPEBEN RN G SR B, IxX e R B R T DL RO AR
RAIRRYE, FIRHMEERAKSUERE. 5 RIRRAMLL,
WA R AAHCCIRIT B B, FFfEA
AU IR IT ik

=, REg5ES

S5 b, ARSCR BB ARG R, T P 5 2
WA AR R A T . th4h, DE T Z X TRAR
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B RRATE X LSRR T RS . SRS S e 5
ARG R IR TT 2RO A R 1 B, FlEE X I A

ZVERANFIAS BT B2 . RN b 38 A% 22 A B Bsh 77 AN
PRI, TR AR T A B I a7 18 P T ) 2547 &
7t EL TSN T
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